
CPPS Common Core Aligned Curriculum Map: ELA  Grade 8 Year at a Glance 

Title Time Performance Task Big Idea Essential Questions Resources/Materials 

Unit 1:  
Text Structures 

(Fiction & 
Argumentative) 

 
 

September
/ October 

Plot dissections 
using evidence 
from texts.  

Write paragraphs 
for different 
purposes that 
reflect unity, 
clarity, and 
coherence.  

Write a narrative or 
expository essay. 
Then, write a one 
page explanatory 
essay that 
explains the 
structure of the 
piece that you 
wrote. 

Structures have 
parts that 
interrelate. 

 
 

1. How do writers of both 
fiction and non-fiction use 
structure to guide ideas? 

2. How does structure provide 
a framework for ideas to be 
clearly communicated? 
What occurs if there is an 
absence of structure? 

3. How do different structures 
allow for different ideas to 
be tracked and understood? 

“Flowers for Algernon” 
“Survivors: Stories of 

Children of the 
Holocaust” 

“Anne Frank the Play” 
“The Dinner Party” 

Unit 2: 
Characters 

Unit 3:  
Style: A Writer’s 

Toolbox 
 
 

November/ 
Decembe
r/January 

Character 
Comparison 
Poster  

Argumentative 
Essay (using 
evidence from the 
text to support 
characterization, 
motivation, etc.) 

Contribution:  All 
aspects of one’s 
life contribute to 
one’s character. 

1. What techniques do 
authors use to show the 
unique personality traits of 
his or her characters? 

2. What is the difference 
between “showing” what a 
character is like and 
“telling” what they’re like? 

3. How does one’s 
background, life 
experiences, and 
environment shape who 
they are? 

 “The Giver” 
“The Million Pound 

Bank Note” 
“The Bet” 
“Chains” 

Unit 4:  
Poetry 

February 
March 

Write poetry using 
literary devices.  

Convergence: 
Poetry is the 

1. How does the form of poetry 
relate to a poem’s 

“Mother to Son” 
“Speech to the Young” 



 
 

Write an argument 
about the deeper 
meaning of a 
poem citing 
evidence from the 
poem that 
supports your 
claims. 

convergence of 
inspiration, form 
and structure, 
language, and 
meaning. 

meaning? 
2. What purposes do the 

different poetic devices play 
in constructing meaning? 

3. How does poetry differ from 
prose and how does this 
difference affect purpose 
and meaning? 

“Loaf of Poetry” 
“Simile: Willow and 
the Ginko” 

“Charge of the Light 
Brigade 

Unit 5:  
Theme 

 
 

April/May/ 
June 

Write a letter from 
the perspective of 
one character to 
another 
character.  

Oral response to 
Literature 

Conflict and the 
use of power can 
result in both 
positive and 
negative change. 

1. What are some ways that 
readers deconstruct literary 
style? 

2. How does an author’s 
background contribute to 
their literary style? 

3. How do authors create 
mood or tone in their texts?                 

4. What are different ways that 
themes are presented in 
literature? 

5. How does one’s attitude 
towards conflict affect their 
ability to overcome it? 

6. How does power come in 
many forms?   

“Phoenix Rising” 
“The Outsiders” 

 


